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A word from the CEO

The 2018 World Cup is an excellent 
example of how a small nation or team 
can excel on an international stage. 
Croatia illustrates this best in how 
they took on big footballing names 
such as England and Argentina and 
emerged victorious to book their 
place in the final itself.

You have to take your hat off to this small team from a country 
with a population of around 4.2 million – that’s half the size of 
another small country, namely Switzerland. We congratulate 
the Croatian team and its manager, Zlatko Dalic. They showed 
how top players such as Luka Modric, Ivan Rakitic and Mario 
Mandzukic, among others, who enjoy careers with leading 
clubs such as Real Madrid and Juventus, can combine to 
forge a dynamic and determined national squad.

What does this tell us? That even a relatively small organization 
or company can enjoy great international success when the 
team is the right one. I am so proud to have the privilege 

of leading a team of top engineers and great employees, a 
team that never ceases to push back the boundaries of what 
is possible by producing amazing products. Making new 
discoveries together, planning professionally and executing 
that plan together; this is the recipe for success that keeps 
CEDES at the forefront. 

Every two months, a top CEDES ‘player’ is selected as a 
CEDES Pioneer. The winner for the last quarter’s award 
was Peter Grüninger, whom we recognized for his excellent 
work in the introduction of new products. Congratulations 
to him. Again, this achievement was only possible thanks to 
teamwork.

Our new APS (Absolute Positioning System) range of products, 
designed for elevators, is one of these new generation 
products that has carved out a niche for itself in the market. 
I am pleased that it is being produced and delivered in large 
numbers. I am even more pleased that a large multinational 
has decided to use our APS for its new generation of elevators.

Christian-Erik Thöny CEO CEDES Group

APS now features RS485

The revolutionary APS (Absolute Positioning System) 
product range now features a version with an RS485 
communication interface. This new version can be 
ordered immediately.

The APS RS485 meets SIL3 requirements to EN 61508 
and can be used by an appropriate control unit to 
implement applicable safety functions according EN 81-
20. It is certified by TUEV Rheinland

Communication from the sensor to the control unit is over 
a single RS485 communication channel. The APS RS485 
can transmit data up to 1,500m.

To order or to receive further information or samples, 
please contact your CEDES sales representative.
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CEDES success at WEEE in Shanghai

The recent World Elevator and Escalator Expo (or WEEE) in 
Shanghai proved a great success for CEDES China. Some 
400 exhibitors took part in the biannual trade fair and the 
Managing Director of CEDES China, Jason Zheng, said he 
was very satisfied with both the number of visitors to the 
booth and leads generated.

Visitors showed great interest in every escalator solution 
being exhibited, namely the TOF/Start, the RADAR/Start and 
TLS 500. On the elevator front, there was also major interest 
in the IMS 100 NT as a very stable 3D solution. Zheng stated: 
“We see great growth potential for our sensor solutions 
within the elevator industry, especially when it comes to 

Start saving energy – with the TOF/Start

Regular escalator detection sensors save energy. However, 
CEDES’ TOF/Start sensor saves up to six times more - and 
this cost-saving sustainability is attracting increasing interest 
among architects, planner and facility managers.

Many of these escalators run constantly to ensure people can 
use them at any time. An escalator uses up to 7.5 kW in normal 
mode. That means a lot more energy is used than is actually 
needed. Escalators equipped with simple sensors to detect 
people help reduce this energy usage by waking the escalator 
from its ‘slow mode’ of 2.5 kW. However, in a busy mall, such 
escalators are constantly activated by shoppers simply passing 
by. Ensuring that the escalator is activated only by intending 
passengers ensures tremendous additional energy, cost and 
maintenance savings.

CEDES’ TOF/Start uses its TOF (Time of Flight) technology to 
distinguish if a person is walking through the detection zone 
is actually walking towards the escalator to use it, or simply 
passing by. This very reliable direction-recognition feature sets 
it apart from the competition and makes it the ideal sensor 
solution for busy public concourses.

Schindler Master Escalator 
Instructor, René Würsch, 
selected the TOF/Start to 
replace conventional radar 
sensors on the twin escalator 
installation in the Wiggispark 
shopping center in Nestal, 
Switzerland. “The previous 
sensors switched from ‘slow 
mode’ when anyone walked 
through the detection area. 
The problem was so many 
of these triggerings were 
by people passing by the 
escalator, not wanting to use 
it. This means the escalator 
was using way more energy 
than necessary.

“The TOF/Start’s intelligent technology eliminate these false 
triggerings by being able to detect the direction people are 
walking in. If they are walking by the escalator, they are ignored 
and the escalator remains in the energy-saving ‘slow mode’. If 
they are walking towards it to use it, then the escalator speeds 
up to efficiently take intending passengers to the next floor.

The facts speak for themselves. With the original sensors, the 
twin escalator unit operated in ‘slow mode’ on average for just 
one hour per day. With TOF/Starts installed, this was increased 
to an average of six hours daily per escalator. That’s a 600% 
increase in energy saving. A total of 12 hours more ‘slow mode’ 
across two escalators gives around 50 kWh savings per day. 
That’s around CHF 1,500 per year.

Würsch adds: “The TOF/Start is a great solution because we 
can set the detection area to match the individual application’s 
needs. You can make it as big or as small as you want and 
know that cross-traffic will be ignored. There are huge energy 
savings to be made. The TOF/Start is also easy to install, 
particularly if you are using the cabling of existing sensors. It 
took about an hour per TOF/Start, so with four sensors it took 
four hours. This is a very reasonable downtime for such major 
savings down the road”

safety applications. It’s all about having the right products 
and I believe we are a global leader here. For example, there 
is ever increasing demand for solutions providing safety for 
maintenance staff within the hoistway. We believe the right 
cost-efficient sensor can make a major impact here and that’s 
something we are really working on.”


