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A word from the CEO

Investment in AI, artificial intelligence, 
is growing fast and omnipresent in 
all kind of machinery. After IoT “has 
connected” machines with machines 
and with human beings, AI is using 
those data to create intelligent results 
and dedicated measures.  This helps 
machines to understand and to 
resolve situations autonomously.

Until today the closed loop was “sense – analyze – act”, now 
an additional loop “perceive – understand – solve” embraces 
today’s loop. China is again reacting faster regarding AI, not 
to be the first, but to resolve their future anticipated problems. 
The global AI market is growing by a CAGR of 26.2% (2015 – 
2020) and China by 44.5%.
AI needs data, huge amount of data. Human brains are 
working differently compared to computed AI. After seeing 
a few cats, a 3-Year-old child recognizes immediately the 
next cat. An AI machine needs thousands of cats in order to 
distinguish reliably a cat from a similar sized and looking dog.  
Data are not coming by themselves, most data are acquired 
and provided by sensors, all kind of sensors. Those disruptive 

3D and massive data providing sensors are an important 
base for AI guided machineries. Hence, data are the oil of the 
future. One important new CEDES product is the direction 
sensitive TOF/Start. Advanced customers are implementing it 
in their new generation escalators and numbers of shipped 
TOF/Start are increasing every month. This sensor recognizes 
if a person wants to mount an escalator or a roller conveyor, 
only then the device starts or accelerates. It safes significantly 
energy, because it ignores all cross traffic. In addition, it 
recognizes dangerous situations when people are crowding 
up and getting squeezed by following passengers with heavy 
suitcases. That example demonstrates impressively how 
different today’ machinery perform with its higher intelligence.
Not only innovation is key, CEDES claims to be the leader in 
quality in its industry. That has been confirmed again in 2018 
where the failure rate has been lowered to a few hundred PPM. 
Only very committed employees enable such a consistently 
high-quality level. This Month again a CEDES employee is 
awarded well deserved as a CEDES pioneer. Arben Ibrahimi 
guarantees, together with his team, this high level, even 
regarding its assembly complexity, difficult to produce product 
light curtain. Congratulation to this great achievement.

Christian-Erik Thöny CEO CEDES Group

Review - BAU 2019 in Munich

Word of our global premier launch at BAU 2019 in Munich 
must really have got around: There was great interest in our 
concept study of the 3D sensor TOFswing/AD, the world’s 
smallest sensor for safeguarding automatic swing doors.

The reasons for that interest were quickly revealed in the 
many encounters with visitors to the fair.

• The compact dimensions of the TOFswing/AD are a boon 
to any designer. The days when the sensor protruded into 
the door glass are gone. And the elegant look of the sensor 
is another major plus.

• The Time of Flight (TOF) technology involves no moving 
parts, meaning the sensor will not wear out or malfunction. 
The software also reliably detects door locks and walls, 
and masks them out.

• The gesture-controlled commissioning process is extremely 
quick and easy. All parameters can also be modified as 
required by means of a tablet or phone based app.

Our new industrial products attracted lots of attention too:

• The GridScan/Pro safety light curtain is the upgraded 
version of the highly successful GridScan/Mini, and is 
suitable for modernization projects as well as for new 
installations.

• Pull cords to open high-speed doors are a thing of the past. 
The contactless, maintenance-free TOF/Spot 3D sensor 
now does the job.

BAU in Munich is one of the most important trade fairs in 
Europe for CEDES AG and its products for activation and 
safeguarding doors in the domestic, commercial and industrial 
sectors.



CEDES Changshu (China) celebrates its 
10th anniversary

On 16 November 2018, customers, suppliers, politicians and 
employees celebrated the 10th anniversary of the CEDES 
production site in Changshu, northwest of Shanghai.

When the Changshu plant was opened in 2008, around 30 
people produced cables to meet the worldwide demand for 
light curtains and slot-typ light barriers. Even then it was clear: 
There is only one CEDES quality standard. The components 

5 year warranty for all cegard/Mini-CC 
systems with 36 elements

CEDES has been producing high-quality light curtains for 
the protection of elevator doors since 1990. True to our 
slogan «The Sensor Pioneers», we have been continuously 
revising our technology and production processes. Our goal 
is ambitious: We want to be the industry leader in technology 
and quality and remain so in the future.

Within this context, the most important step towards further 
improving quality was probably the introduction of several 
intermediate tests in the various production steps. Until three 
years ago, every single light curtain was tested statically and 
dynamically before delivery. Today, the products are 100% 
tested at least three times and defective parts are rejected. 
This also includes function-monitored inspections at higher 
temperatures over a longer period of time. Monitored testing 
means that the function of the light curtain is monitored 
during the entire test duration and even the smallest of 
possible dropouts is detected. These tests simulate around 
2.5 years of operation under normal conditions. As a result 
of this industry-wide unique multiple 100% inspection, the 
failure rate of our light curtains at the customer’s facility was 
once again reduced drastically.

and products produced in Changshu must meet the same 
quality standards as the products «Made in Switzerland». This 
paradigm has proved its worth and is still valid today. It goes 
without saying that the CEDES Changshu production facility 
is certified to ISO 9001:2015.

Over the years, this plant has been continuously expanded 
to become an important CEDES site for increasing global 
competitiveness. Today, in addition to cables for light curtains, 
the plant also produces cables for positioning systems and 
3D TOF sensors as well as slot-type light barriers for the 
domestic market. But that’s not all: Since October 2018, 
the domestic demand for light curtains has been met by the 
Changshu plant.

Parallel to the constant expansion of production, an effective 
R&D department has been set up in Changshu. This team 
not only localises products from Switzerland but also 
independently develops sensors to complement the CEDES 
product range. Only recently, we were able to introduce the 
door activation sensor RDS 100. And this is just the beginning.

Over the past 10 years, the CEDES production site in 
Changshu has grown from an internal cable supplier to a 
sensor production and development facility. Today, it employs 
around 80 people, six of whom work in R&D – an impressive 
story of success.
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We are proud to announce that we have achieved our goal of 
being the industry leader in technology and quality.

And we are sure of this – so sure in fact that we offer you a 
full 5-year warranty on all cegard/Mini-CC light curtains with 
36 elements produced from 1 January 2019. Without ifs and 
buts.


