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A word from the CEO

Are the Swiss the world market 
leaders in quality? Well, we are, 
until we launch a product in Japan. 
Our Japanese customers painfully 
point out even the tiniest mistakes. 
And they demand highly detailed, 
step-by-step information until a 
sustainable solution to the problem 
has been found.

This discipline, historically anchored in Japan, has never 
been so pronounced back home in Switzerland. Everything 
has its correct order, principle and place. Nothing happens 
unplanned or spontaneously. This is something we can learn 
from Japan when it comes to our own quality. But it is also 
wise to retain our own creativity.
Can such varying characteristics be mastered at the same 
time?  Japan serves as an example to us in this respect, too.  
Hardly any other country is able to combine its traditions with 
the constant demands and permanent changes of the modern 
age.  And that starts with the Imperial Family.
2019 marks the handover of the Chrysanthemum Throne.  
Emperor Akihito is the first emperor to hand over the throne 
insignia to his son Naruhito during his lifetime in the more 
than 2500 years of imperial history.  Especially the Imperial 
Family has shown, in particular since Akihito, the 125th 
Emperor, that tradition and modernity are possible at the 
same time.  The Emperor is the «symbol of the country and 
of the unity of the people».  Japan shows time and again that 
it can work its way out of the most difficult situations.  In the 
1960s, Japan experienced its large growth phases which 
then collapsed.  Japan mastered this and now has the third 
largest GDP in the world, behind the USA and China. The 
proverbial Japanese discipline is the basis for this.  

Some of our new sensors were tested by large Japanese 
companies and we were brought down to earth by numerous 
optimizations.  These have led to the fact that, with the 
necessary patience and discipline, today’s products have an 
even higher level of quality than before.  The error rate of our 
products to date is a few hundred PPMs.  Thanks need to be 
given to our Japanese customers for further enhancing our 
TQM awareness!  

I would like to put forward a proposition.  When a new product 
is launched, it is a good idea to take it to Japan as soon as 
possible.  There you will be mercilessly shown even the tiniest 
mistakes; not a typical trait for Japan. If you now manage to 
survive this phase with your product and become successful 
on the Japanese market, then your product is unbeatable.
CEDES has once again nominated a pioneer. With his 
untiring effort, Loris Zanolari, together with his team, has 
successfully accompanied our new product «intelligent light 
curtain GridScan/Pro» all the way through TÜV certification. 
GridScan/Pro will now be launched and be an integral part of 
our new product portfolio.  Well done Loris and thank you for 
this great achievement.

Christian-Erik Thöny CEO CEDES Group

Review - R+T Asia 2019 - Shanghai

The recent debut of CEDES China at the exhibition R+T Asia, 
in Shanghai has been very successful.
Main attractions on the booth were the most advanced time-
of-flight solutions, such as:
- TOF/Spot “pull-string” application for industrial doors
- TOF/Start with its intelligent direction recognition, avoiding 
false openings of the door 
- TOFniva to keep clear the detection area in front of a door

CEDES is convinced that TOF technology is the right choice 
for a breakthrough in sensor applications. That is why we 

are spending a lot of energy into the development of time-
of-flight based solutions. However, there is a deep sense of 
gratification any time the positive feedback from our partners 
confirms that we are walking in the right direction.

Apart from that, visitors have also been interested in 
more traditional products, such as the light curtains  
GridScan/Mini, the TLS 500 for the opening of a sliding 
door and RDS 100, a radar product 100% developed by the 
CEDES Team in China.
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Engadin Skimarathon 2019

The Engadin Skimarathon is the largest Cross-country 
skiing event in Switzerland. sold out this year with 14,200 
participants. In addition the world’s best cross-country 
skiers, including the winners Dario Cologna and Nathalie von 
Siebenthal, a mixed CEDES team was able to win the 19th 
place out of 38 teams. 
Olivia Bislin after the event: Participation in the Engadiner 
Skimarathon is a great thing every year. This year I was 
struggling with the high temperatures and with time the heavy 
snow. Nevertheless, the motivation was very high during the 
42km, because I knew that my work colleagues would wait 
in the finish and that together we could end the eventful day.
It motivates me to master this challenge together with my 
work colleagues and to be supported by my employer.

The new door activation sensor is available

The newly launched radar sensor RDS 100 is a very reliable 
door activation sensor for all types of automatic door systems. 
In the wide monitoring area, approaching persons and 
objects are detected effectively and reliably. Thanks to the 
individually adjustable and large detection area of up to 4 m x 
2 m along with a mounting height of 2.2 m, it is also suitable 
for industrial doors.
RDS 100 can be integrated directly into the door system 
without the need for additional and cost-intensive mounting 
kits. The radar field can be configured using the adjustment 
options provided by the antenna angle and ensures reliable 
detection. Thanks to the semiconductor relay output, the 
sensor can be used independently of the door control. 

The CEDES light barrier family has a new 
member

The range of light barriers has been expanded with the launch 
of ELS 400. Thanks to the extremely compact design, an 
operating range of 5 m and the prepared mounting holes, the 
new ELS offers the possibility of integration into door profiles, 
even when space is limited. Optionally, double-sided adhesive 
tape can be used for mounting.
ELS 400 is a robust comfort light barrier that functions in 
harsh environmental conditions. With the NPN and PNP 
output types in light or dark switching versions, the ideal 
output is available for every door control.


